
Joint Worksession #2| January 18, 2023

NELSON COUNTY, VA
Comprehensive Plan Update 



Meeting Objectives

1. Review Process & Schedule

2. Chapter 2: Setting Our Direction (Layout Review)

3. Chapter 6: Protecting Valuable Resources (Content 
Review)

4. Chapter 8: Serving the Community (Content Review)

5. Next Steps



Update Process 
& Schedule



Meetings & Events
 Kickoff with Staff
 Kickoff Worksession
 Youth Art Challenge     

(Summer 2022)

 Online Public Input Survey 
(July 1- August 31)

 4 Public Workshops      
(Summer 2022) 

 4 Listening Sessions      
(Summer 2022) 

 Public Engagement Results 
Input Forum                  
(October 16, 2022)

 4 Joint Worksessions
(October, January, March, May) 

 County-Led Focus Groups 
(December, February, April)

 Review by VDOT               
(Summer 2023)

 Public Open House          
(Summer 2023)

 Final Review Worksession
(Summer 2023)

 Joint Public Hearing & 
Adoption (Fall 2023)



Chapter 2
Setting Our 
Direction





Big Idea Wheel





Chapter 6
Protecting 
Valuable 
Resources



Chapter Goal

Nelson County will preserve its rural 
character and agricultural heritage by 
sustainably protecting and stewarding 
its natural and historic resources for 
future generations.



Big Ideas & Highlights
Plan & Provide Equitably for Everyone

• Maintain environment for equal access by all
Diversify & Bolster the Local Economy

• Sustain natural resources for tourism & agriculture
Improve & Expand Vital Community Services

• Natural hazard mitigation & climate change resilience
• Water & sewer infrastructure that protects natural 

environment
Protect & Connect to Our Rural Environment

• Environmental protection policies
• Invest in public trails & recreation
• Protection of ambient resources



Focus Areas
1. Protect the Natural Environment

a) Landscape & Geography
b) Natural Habitats & Ecosystems
c) Water Resources
d) Ambient Resources

2. Preserve Rural Character & Heritage
a) Agricultural Heritage
b) Protected Landscapes
c) Historic Resources

3. Plan for Resilience & Sustainability
a) Climate Change
b) Hazard Mitigation
c) Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy Sources



Strategies



Chapter 8
Serving the 
Community



Chapter Goal

Nelson County offers superior 
community services and facilities that 
serve all segments of the community, 
support economic development, and 
ensure community health and safety.



Big Ideas & Highlights
Plan & Provide Equitably for Everyone

• Enhanced public safety, medical, & educational services
• Diverse recreation opportunities for all

Diversify & Bolster the Local Economy
• Expanded educational & training opportunities

Improve & Expand Vital Community Services
• Expansion of infrastructure services

Protect & Connect to Our Rural Environment
• Improved trail networks
• Protect water resources



Focus Areas
1. Enhance the Effectiveness 

& Transparency of County 
Government
a) Governance
b) County Administrative 

Facilities
c) Public Safety

2. Improve Infrastructure to 
Support Sustainable Growth 
& Development
a) Water & Sewer
b) Refuse & Recycling
c) Electricity & Natural Gas
d) Telecommunications

3. Provide Quality Services that 
Improve Community Livability
a) Education
b) Parks & Recreation
c) Community Centers
d) Libraries
e) Healthcare



Strategies



Next Steps
Edits for Ch. 6 & Ch. 8, comments by 
1/27/2023

Worksession #3 on March 15

Review layout of Ch.6, Ch. 8 
Review content of Ch. 5, Ch. 7
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